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Maki Takada Working Hard 1o Support Toyohashi!

Maki Takada, who was designated a “Sports Ambassador” for Toyohashi in January, has been working hard both on and
off the court. Soon after securing a ticket for Japan to the FIBA Women’s World Cup at the qualifier in early February, she
hosted an “Online School” for Toyohashi students, in which she talked about basketball, following one’s dreams, and

becoming a better competitor. Find out more by scanning the code below (Japanese only.)

Only a week later, Takada began her new project to help support local restaurants in Toyohashi. On the 21st and 25th of |

February, she toured a number of local restaurants, trying their specialty dishes, and taking videos of the experiences. She

will be posting the videos on her personal YouTube channel “Takada Maki Channel” over the coming weeks. Check out le -
Takada together with the

the videos at the code below! online school participants
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Takada Maki Channel

Soba-sho Matsuya b’lab Makihara Seika

Taishu Yakiniku Izakaya Toriton

T.League Table Tennis Comes 1o Toyohashi!}

Nojima T.League held three matches at the Toyohashi City Gymnasium from February 5th to £ A
the 7th. Local team Top Otome Ping Pongs Nagoya faced off against the Kyushu Asteeda, the |
Japan Paint Mallets, and Kinoshita Abyell Kanagawa. In their match against Kyushu, the Ping

Pongs were down after doubles, but rallied in singles and the tie-breaker game to seal their

victory. In their matches against the Mallets and Abyell, the Ping Pongs put on an impressive
display, but unfortunately came up short of a victory.

[t was incredible to see top-level table tennis on display in Toyohashi! We hope to continue

cheering on the Ping Pongs throughout the season !

Japan Puts on a Strong
Performance in Beijing

Japan National Goalball Team Dubbed “Orion Japan

Last year, the Japan Goalball Association collected proposals for the name of the national

The Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics were held from goalball team, and received over 1,300 entries. After careful consideration, the team has

February 4th to the 20th. The Japanese Team took home officially been named “Orion Japan.”

18 medals and finished 6th in the total medal count. Japan
had a total of three gold medals: Ryoyu Kobayashi in men’s
ski jump, Ayumu Hirano in men’s snowboarding halfpipe,
and Miho Takagi in women’s 1000m speed skating.

The Paralympics in Beijing will take place from March 4th

to the 13th, so be sure to tune in and cheer on Japan!
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The Japan Goalball Association had the following to say about the decision: “The Orion
Constellation is visible throughout all the seasons of the year. The three stars of Orion’s Belt
represent the three athletes shining on the court. The constellation consists of seven main
stars, which represent the substitute athletes, coaching staff, family, fans, and everyone who
supports the team and makes goalball possible. The team unanimously decided on this name.”

Orion Japan will be battling it out at the IBSA Goalball Asia Pacific Championship from March

21st to the 31st. Be sure to cheer them on as they fight for a spot in the World Championships!

Quiz Corner

hit on a serve?

A. 6cm B. 26cm

C. 26cm D. 56cm

Find the answers and more here!



