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Tovohashi Sports Flash

Katsuyoshi Yagi TaKes Bronze in Slovenia

Toyohashi’s own para table tennis ace, Katsuyoshi Yagi, travelled to Slovenia from May 12—15 to

May 2022

compete in the Slovenia Open, where he claimed a bronze medal in men’s doubles. He partnered with
Hiromoto Kita to compete in the men’s class 14 (limited to pairs whose combined class is less than 14)
tournament. They made it out of groups with 1 win and 1 loss, before defeating the UK in the first round
of knockouts, followed by a win against the Netherlands (including the number 2 player in the world) in
the quarter finals. They were finally stopped by Thailand in the semifinals, with a 3 to 1 loss, resulting in
a bronze medal finish. Yagi put on a strong show in men’s class 7 singles as well, with a dominant 3 wins
and O losses in groups and a win in the first round of knockouts, but was unfortunately defeated in the
quarterfinals, finishing in the top 8.

We sat down with Yagi on May 27th for an interview to ask about the tournament in Slovenia.

Q: How do you feel about your performance at the Slovenia Open?

It was my first tournament after making a major equipment change. I wondered whether or not it would

translate to the world-stage, but I managed to finish in the top 8, so I suppose it did. Honestly, I'm quite

IS A i (R
relieved! Katsuyoshi Yagi, after taking bronze in men’s doubles

Q: What was Slovenia like?

1t’s a beautiful green country, and athletes from all over the world love being there. I think it would be a very pleasant place to live. It’s easy for disabled
athletes to get around, and is continually working to make the country more barrier-free. Every time I go there I think of how pleasant a place it is for

someone with a physical disability.

Q: Had you practiced with your doubles partner, Hiromoto Kita, before going to Slovenia?

The last time I played in a tournament with Kita was the 2015 Hungary Open, so it had been quite a while. There was a training camp for the national
team in April of this year, where we had a chance to practice together. We tried to use that experience as much as possible when preparing for this
tournament. Once the tournament started, Kita was playing really well, so I just focused on keeping the ball in play and left the decision making to him. [

think that’s really what led to us winning a medal.

Q: How often are you training? B Takada Maki Marche
I usually train locally 5 days a week, 3 to 4 hours a day. I will also be £ § On June 25th, Maki Takada will be

hosting the “Takada Maki Marche” at the
Kodomo Miraikan. There will be food

trucks and activities, so be sure to check it

practicing with my team, the Ryukyu Asteeda, going forward.

Q: When is your next tournament?

My next tournament will be the Tokai Disabled Table Tennis Tourna- out!

ment on June 11th in Nagoya. Takada has been making videos to

promote local restaurants in Toyohashi
Q: How are you feeling heading towards Paris 2024?

and uploading them to -
her YouTube channel! :ﬁ ] -

There’s still quite a way to go before Paris 2024, but I hope that I can

put all my ideas together over these 3 years, and take home a medal. Z
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Tokyo 2020 Women'’s Basketball silver them out! E _'% « '
medalist Maki Takada v

Let’s show Yagi all our support as he continues to compete on the world
stage!

Quiz Corner

Check us out on |
What year did table tennis debut at the Paralympics? SOC|a| med|a !

A. 1960 B. 1964 C. 1988 D. 2004

Find the answer and more sports content here!



